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Purpose: In one type of collective narration, the narrator, despite employing a third-
person point of view, functions as a conduit for a collective voice. Tars-o-Larz (Fear and
Trembling) by Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi constitutes a notable example of this narrative
pattern. Although the narrative focalization in this story is extradiegetic, the narrator,
through a particular mode of positioning, becomes integrated into the network of the
group’s social and cultural interactions and manifests a form of alignment with them.
The significance of this study lies in its analysis of the mechanisms that, without
resorting to the first-person plural pronoun, make possible the construction of a
collective-oriented narrative while at the same time representing collective identities.
Within the theoretical framework of the study, narrative elements were examined in
relation to sociological concepts such as the Other and closed community.

Method and Research: Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on the
narrator’s agency and complicity, biased naming practices, the thematic construction of
space, the representation of collective memory, and the plausible reflection of rumors,
the study showed that the narrative voice, while maintaining apparent neutrality,
contributes to the reproduction of dominant collective discourses.

Conclusions: Collectivity in narrative may be conceptualized in two ways: through the
presence of a collective narrator or through a narrative centered on a group. 1. Tars-o-
Larz belongs to the second category. 2. Although the story is mediated by a third-person
narrator, the narrator demonstrates consistent alignment with the characters, sharing their
perspective and collective memory. 3. The narrative voice reflects group solidarity
through biased naming practices, spatial thematization, and alignment with the
characters’ worldview. 4. By subtly facilitating the verification of circulating rumors and
refraining from overt judgment, the narrator reinforces the collective discourse of the
group. 5. Thus, the third-person narration creates a collective-oriented narrative structure
that implicitly supports the collective positions of the characters. The findings indicated
that this form of third-person collective narrative can open new horizons for applying
theories of collective narration and analyzing group-based discourses in contemporary
Persian literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Although narrative theory has extensively examined the narrator’s position in first- or limited
third-person narratives, certain texts exceed conventional forms by offering polyphonic,
collective, or hidden patterns within the layers of the text. One notable example is narratives
that, while employing a third-person perspective, possess characteristics of a collective
narrative without directly using a first-person plural narrator. On the surface, this type of
narrative poses a theoretical challenge to classic perspective classifications, as the narrator,
while external to the story, aligns cognitively and evaluatively with the narrated group. This
alignment turns the concept of the “narrator’s positionality” into a central concern in analyzing
collective narratives. In Tars o Larz (Fear and Trembling), this situation is clearly observable:
the story is conveyed by an unspecified, seemingly neutral narrator, yet the voice, experience,
and collective memory of a unified community are reflected throughout the text.

2. Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative analytical approach, combining close reading of literary texts
with narrative theory. It examined a form of collective narration in which the narrator is
omniscient yet, through a specific positionality, acts as the storyteller of a community. The
story, through various textual markers, reveals this collective aspect, demonstrating the
interaction between the narrator, the group being narrated, and their social environment.

3. Discussion

At the outset, the collectivity of a narrative can be understood in two ways: narratives with a
collective narrator, and narratives concerning a collective. Sa’edi’s story falls into the second
category. Although apparently told by an extradiegetic third-person narrator, textual details
indicate that the narrator shares alignment with the characters. This can be examined in terms
of the narrator’s positionality across five dimensions:

3.1. Moments of collective memory

In a collective narrative, the stories of shared experiences and the villagers” communal memory
are embedded within the present narration. Characters react as if they have experienced these
events together, yet the primary focus is the omniscient narrator’s encounter with this collective
reality. Close attention to dialogue reveals a shared understanding among the villagers, while
the narrator’s withholding of certain information signals alignment with the characters’
perspective. The narrator, fully aware, refrains from interpretation, explanation, or
commentary, instead opting to report events, reflecting a unique balance between omniscience
and immersion.

3.2. Narrator-character alignment

The presence of an “Other” in the story creates a contrasting position, highlighting the narrator’s
and the group’s sense of “we-ness.” This dual mechanism not only emphasizes the narrator’s
alignment with the group but also underscores the distinctions between the group and the
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outsider. The narrator’s perspective develops in parallel with the characters, gradually
increasing awareness as if becoming part of the collective. Meanwhile, the “Other” is
narratively presented as a stranger, attempting to shape their own image while villagers and
narrator receive indirect cues that collectively define the outsider’s identity.

3.3. Biased naming of characters

In Sa’edi’s Tars o Larz, a key technique of collective narration is the third-person narrator’s
use of names and titles employed by the characters or the community itself. Through this
practice, the narrator affirms social hierarchies and authority structures, adopting the
community’s evaluative framework rather than an external omniscient standpoint. This
linguistic alignment with the narrated community enables readers to view characters from
within the social performance itself rather than as outsiders.

3.4. Realistic space

The narrative’s collective nature is first revealed in the geography of the village, enclosed and
minimally connected to the outside world. Sa’edi sketches this locality sporadically, creating a
setting in which the villagers’ lives and experiences gain significance only through such
contextualization. The narrator, rather than observing this closed community externally, aligns
with its internal logic, appearing as part of it. Even ostensibly illogical behaviors and beliefs of
the villagers are validated by the narrator, highlighting an embedded positionality.

3.5. Credible reflection of rumors

One of the most intriguing narrative techniques in Tars o larz is the treatment of rumors. The
villagers’ perception of the island is largely shaped by rumors, and the omniscient narrator
arranges suspenseful elements in ways that enhance the verisimilitude of these rumors. By
adopting a narratively aligned perspective, the narrator provides interpretations of events
consistent with the characters’ experiences, allowing readers to accept that their fears are
reasonable. Although the narrator does not directly invent the rumors, they legitimize them,
demonstrating an omniscient narrator who selectively presents information in alignment with
the characters’ awareness rather than in advance.

4. Conclusion

The results of this study indicated that rumors in literature are not merely devices for advancing
the plot; they are carefully constructed through multiple narrative techniques to appear credible.
By leveraging collective memory, narrator-character alignment, implicit naming, realistic
spatial settings, and the credible reflection of rumors, authors present information in ways that
are both authentic and persuasive. Understanding these strategies provides deep insight into the
subtle mechanics of narration and the complex interaction between narrative form and reader
perception.
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