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Purpose: Employing a descriptive—analytical method and integrating three key
approaches, including Critical Discourse Analysis, Representation, and Imagology, this
study examined the quality of the “image” of the “Self” and the “Other” in a travelogue
from the 2010s. Its objective was to identify the factors that influence this process of
“representation”.

Method and Research: This study analyzed the travelogue Janestan-e Kabulestan by
Reza Amirkhani through a tripartite theoretical framework. The framework combines
Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of discourse (which conceives all social phenomena as
discursive), Stuart Hall’s perspective on Representation (which views images as
discursive constructs), and Imagology, specifically Nanquette’s model, for classifying
images of the “Other”.

Findings and Conclusions: The analysis revealed that the author’s constructed identity
as a religiously committed Iranian Muslim fundamentally shaped the imagery. Based on
the Imagology approach, three distinct types of the “Other” were identified: the “Other
as non-alien” or “Alter” (encompassing both admirable and condemnable Afghans), the
“Other as alien” (represented by the Taliban and Western forces), and the “transient or
ephemral Other” (such as personnel of the United Nations).

Conclusions: The study concluded that the author’s ideological identity and dominant
religious discourse were the primary factors influencing the representation of images in
the travelogue. The employed analytical framework, comprising Critical Discourse
Analysis, Representation, and Imagology, proved effective in deconstructing these
images and is proposed as a viable model for analyzing other travelogues.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1 .Introduction

The study of travelogues offers valuable insight into an author’s specific ideology and
perspective, the conditions of both the “Self” and the “Other” societies, and the prevailing
discourses operating within them. To elucidate the relations between the Self and the Other and
to examine the discourse embedded within these works, the integration of three approaches,
including Critical Discourse Analysis, Representation, and Imagology, proves highly effective.
The objective of employing this tripartite theoretical framework was to explicate the causes,
determining factors, and contextual conditions that shape the discourses, representations, and
images present in travel narratives. Accordingly, the central research questions of this study
were as follows: Among the various traditions of travel writing in Iran, with which discourse
does the travelogue under study align in its representation of the Self and the Other?
Furthermore, to which intellectual faction does Reza Amirkhani pledge allegiance, and with
what specific identity does he represent the “discourse” and the image of the “Self” and the
“Other” in Janestan-e Kabulestan?

2. Methodology

This study utilized a combined analytical framework consisting of discourse analysis,
representation, and imagology. It drew particularly on the theoretical potential of Laclau and
Mouffe’s framework, wherein any “totality” resulting from articulatory practice is considered
a discourse. This stands in contrast to the perspective in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA),
especially in Fairclough’s work, where “discourse. .. refers to language use and specific speech
manners, such as the speech manner of an academic discipline like medicine (medical
discourse)”. However, based on Laclau and Mouffe’s view, all social and political phenomena,
whether related to language use or not, are discursive (Soltani, 2017: 107). From Stuart Hall’s
viewpoint, the image of the “Other”, whether an individual, a nation, or a foreign culture, is not
a direct reflection of reality but rather a discursive construct influenced by cultural
presuppositions, ideology, and mental conceptual maps. Imagological studies focus on the
analysis of such literary and non-literary images of the “Other”. The “Other” can manifest as
extra-cultural (belonging to another culture and land) or intra-cultural (originating within the
same society but articulated through a different discourse). The interpretation of these images
also primarily falls into three main categories: a negative reading (where the “Self” is positioned
as superior to the “Other”), a positive reading (where the “Other” is idealized and portrayed as
superior), and a tolerant reading (which presents an objective, equitable view without
exaggeration).
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3. Discussion

Reza Amirkhani published Janestan-e Kabulestan, a travelogue recounting his observations,
anecdotes, and experiences from his 2009 journey to Afghanistan. The imagery presented in
the book indicates that before this journey, the author encountered two predominant discourses
concerning Afghanistan within Iran’s intellectual sphere (the intra-territorial and intra-cultural
domain).

The first is the dominant and widely recognized discourse based on the global perceptions of
Taliban ideology or “Talibanism”, including those prevalent among Iranians. Within this
discursive framework, Afghanistan is perceived as the “alien Other”, and interactions with it
are regulated accordingly.

The second discourse is grounded in the notion of “Afghanistan as a Muslim country, a severed
part of the body [of Iran],” which leads to Afghanistan being construed as the “Other as non-
alien”. This form of the “Other”, akin to the “Self”, can be subject to both praise and criticism.
Throughout the stages preceding and following his journey, the author regarded the tenets of
the first discourse with skepticism, subjecting them to critical evaluation. By contrast, he
exhibited an instinctive, though initially tentative, inclination toward the second discourse, an
inclination that solidified into conviction during and by the end of his travels.

Counterpoised against these two discourses, within Afghanistan itself (the extra-territorial and
extra-cultural domain) and concurrent with the author’s visit, three distinct discourses were
identified, each producing a different conception of the “Other” concerning Iran and Iranians:

The first is an anti-Shiite and anti-lranian discourse, a traditional and deeply entrenched
discourse influenced by the religious teachings of a Sunni faction known as the Taliban. Under
the sway of this discourse, in certain regions of Afghanistan, no vehicle would accept the author
as a passenger solely because, as stated, “your accent is Iranian” (Amirkhani, 2011: 234).

The second is a discourse with varying degrees of adherence among both traditional ordinary
people and Afghan intellectuals, perhaps best characterized as a “gray discourse”. This faction
is neither enamored with nor hostile toward the Iranian nation; rather, it is profoundly
influenced by Iran while simultaneously harboring criticiam and resentment toward it.
Adherents of this discourse, aligning with Nanquette’s theory, perceive Iran and Iranians as the
“Other as non-alien” (encompassing both praiseworthy and blameworthy types), not as the
“alien Other”.

The third is a pro-Iranian discourse within Afghanistan, which emerged in this travelogue far
more prominently than the others. It is this very discourse that, during or after the journey,
assisted in dispelling the author’s pre-existing doubts and rectifying his negative judgments
regarding the Afghan nation and society.

4. Conclusion

In Janestan-e Kabulestan, Reza Amirkhani represented his observations, anecdotes, and travel
experiences through a constructed identity as an Iranian Muslim who is concerned with
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religious matters, committed to the Twelver Shiite religious discourse, and devoted to the unity
of the Islamic world. Consequently, alongside depictions of Afghan bazaars, historical sites,
etc., the representation of numerous mosques, shrines of religious figures, and sacred places is
more pronounced in this travelogue than is typically found in accounts of conventional tourist
journeys. The author perceived the majority of individuals he encountered, including
professors, students, seminarians, drivers, commanders, etc., as the “Other as non-alien”. From
his viewpoint, some of these figures were commendable, while others were reprehensible.
However, he regarded the Taliban and Western forces residing in the country as the “alien
Other”, and the foreign personnel stationed in Afghanistan working for the United Nations,
with whom the author interacted only briefly, as the “transient or ephemeral Other”,
representing their images accordingly.
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