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Purpose: “One of the most well-known romantic romances in Persian literature is the
story of Amir Hamzeh Sahebgeran, . There are various manuscripts of Hamze-nameh
in Persian, the oldest of which probably dates back to before the Safavid period, and
one of the latest manuscripts dates back to 1239 AH, which was written by Mashhadi
Bager Bazari. The important point about the various writings of Hamzeh-namehs is
their extensive influence from heroic epic texts. This article tries to analyze the
influence of the two old and new versions of Hamzeh-nameh of heroic texts from the
view of language structure (with emphasis on formal propositions), story patterns ,
elements, the characteristic elements of heroic texts, and the use of Shahnameh names.

Method and Research: The research method in this article is analytical-descriptive.

Findings and Conclusions: . because there are numerous versions of Hamza-nameh,
the author has chosen the oldest and one of the latest manuscripts of this work in order
to examine these two manuscripts, which are relatively far apart in time, To dispel the
doubt that this influence of the Hamzahnamah on heroic texts was related to a specific
period or writing style. Of course, it cannot be ignored that the old manuscript of
Hamzeh-nameh was mostly influenced by Shahnameh and original heroic texts, and a
few elements of stories, motifs, and structures of Nagali have appeared in it; While, on
the contrary, the new edition of Hamzeh-nameh has mostly benefited from the
narratives, elements, and writing style of the Nagali scrolls.

Conclusions: Since we examined the two old and new editions of Hamzeh-nameh as a
single whole, it was found that they were influenced by heroic literature texts in five
ways: 1- Modeling from stories; 2- The presence of characteristic elements of heroic
texts; 3- Imitation of motifs; 4- Invoking names from the Shahnameh; 5- Influenced by
the stereotyped statements of the Nagali scrolls.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction

One of the most famous folk tales, and perhaps the most renowned throughout the
Islamic world, is the story of Hamza. It has been told under many different names, and
naturally, various versions exist in Persian. This story, narrated in coffeehouses for
centuries and composed in a narrative style, was recited by narrators—most of whom
were Persian dervishes. Among the long Persian folk tales, the story of Hamza has
occupied a significant place. An 11th-century AH writer, Abdolnabi Fakhr al-Zamani,
due to the widespread popularity of Hamza's stories among storytellers, wrote a book
called Dastur ol-Fosaha to recount the story of Amir Hamza. In his other book, Taraz al-
Akhbar, he examines the background of this story, which was the most famous subject of
storytelling in his era.

Although there are many differences among the various Persian Hamza-nameh
narrations, they generally mention the legendary heroic deeds of Hamza, including his
quest to reach the daughter of Anushirwan, his travels to various lands such as Mount
Qaf, and his battles with earthly and extraterrestrial beings. This story, which can be
considered the Islamicized counterpart of the Iskandar-nameh, most likely has Arabic
roots and was later introduced to Iran and other regions.

2. Methodology

This article, conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner and utilizing heroic verse
and prose texts, attempts to examine the influence of two editions of Hamzehnameh—
one old and one new—on heroic texts. The focus is on linguistic structure (with an
emphasis on stereotyped expressions), narrative models, motifs, specific elements of
heroic texts, and the use of Shahnameh names.

3. Discussion

The folk romances that have come down to us today in written narratives are divided
into categories such as: heroic (e.g., Rostam-nameh and Samak-e-Ayyar), romantic (e.g.,
Amir-Arsalan-namdar and Hamze-nameh), religious (e.g., Mokhtar-nameh and Khavar-
nameh), historical (e.g., Abu-Moslim-nameh and Iskandar-nameh), adventurous (e.g.,
Salim-Javaheri), and moral-instructive (e.g., Sandbad-nameh and Touti-nameh). Except
for moral and instructive stories, almost all types of folk romances include themes of
heroic literature, since the heroes of such stories use heroic methods, techniques, and
elements to achieve their goals. According to the author’s research, among Persian
popular romances, Hamzeh-nameh, considered a heroic-love story, has been most
influenced by heroic epic literature, to the extent that traces of heroic texts—both verse
and prose—are clearly evident in this story. Since the basis of this research is two
different writings of Hamzehnameh—one of the oldest and the other one of the latest—it
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is possible to observe differences in how each version is influenced by heroic literature.
The ancient writing of Hamzeh-nameh, which probably dates back to the pre-Safavid era,
was mostly influenced by heroic poetic texts such as Shahnameh, Garshasb-nameh, etc.,
whereas the new writing of this story, written during the Qajar era (1239 AH), was
mostly influenced by Nagali narrations. Indeed, considering that the peak popularity of
Nagali narration corresponds to the Safavid and Qajar periods, the ancient Hamzeh-
nameh—written before these eras—was not much influenced by Nagali narrations and,
except for two or three examples, all cases were directly borrowed from the Shahnameh
and authentic heroic texts. In contrast, the new version of Hamzehnameh, composed
during the Qajar era, draws extensively on Nagali heroic literature narratives.

4. Conclusion

Hamza-nameh is one of the long Persian folk tales that has been largely influenced by
heroic literature, including heroic verse texts and Nagali scrolls. Due to the numerous
versions of this story, the author selected the oldest and one of the latest manuscripts to
examine these two texts, which are relatively distant in time, in order to clarify whether
the influence of Hamzehnameh on heroic texts is related to a specific period or writing
style. It should be noted that the old manuscript of Hamzeh-nameh was mostly influenced
by the Shahnameh and original heroic texts, and only a few story elements, motifs, and
structures from Nagali narratives appear in it. Conversely, the new edition of Hamzeh-
nameh has mostly benefited from the narratives, elements, and writing style of Nagali
scrolls. Examining the two editions as a whole reveals that they were influenced by
heroic literature in five main ways: 1) Modeling from stories; 2) Presence of
characteristic elements of heroic texts; 3) Imitation of motifs; 4) Invocation of names
from the Shahnameh; 5) Influence of stereotyped expressions typical of Nagali scrolls
(this last aspect is more evident in the new edition of Hamzeh-nameh).
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