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Article Info ABSTRACT

Purpose: Ganjineh Raz is a book by a lesser-known author named Owais ibn Ghiyath
al-Din Rostamdari, which aims to present expositions a number of verses from Nizami's
Research Article Khamsa. Five manuscripts of this book are available. The oldest manuscript of this book
was inscribed by a scribe named Ahmad Ibn Mohammad Girouyi in the year 1056 Hijri.
The same scribe inscribed another copy a year later, which possesses significant
differences with the previous manuscript.
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P y Findings and Conclusions: The present study aims to prove this hypothesis that the

Published online 15 July second manuscript is in fact a second edition of this book which was re-written under
the supervision of the author himself, because the significant differences between the
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two manuscripts are far beyond misspelling, misreading, distortion, carelessness, and
other similar flaws on the part of the scribe. Instead, the corrections made in grammar
and writing and even the corrections in the verses are quotations by other poets, which
Keywords: in some instances have led to new explanations on Nizami's verses, and it will be shown
Ganjineh Raz, that, except for a few cases, the second manuscript is of supremacy over the first on and
Rostamdari the other threej manuscripts mainly correspond with the second manuscript in recording
' the parts existing in them.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction
The book Ganjineh-ye Raz (“The Treasure of Mystery”) is a prominent and unique work
in the field of classical Persian literature, dedicated to the commentary and interpretation
of selected verses from Nezami’s Khamsa as well as three gasidas by Naser Khosrow. This
work holds considerable significance not only from a literary perspective but also in terms
of codicology, textual criticism, and historical studies of Persian texts. The present study
aims to investigate the position of the manuscript copies of Ganjineh-ye Raz and to
elucidate the textual variations among these copies. It endeavors to provide a more precise
understanding of the process of compilation and revision of this valuable work, potentially
opening new horizons for researchers of ancient Persian texts.

2. Methodology

The research method employed in this study is descriptive-analytical, based on
extensive library research, document analysis, and detailed comparison of manuscript
copies. Five extant manuscripts of Ganjineh-ye Raz were examined, of which two principal
copies are preserved in the Allameh Tabataba’i Library and the Islamic Consultative
Assembly Library. These two manuscripts were transcribed respectively in the years 1056
AH and 1057 AH by the same scribe, Ahmad ibn Mohammad Giravi. Three additional
manuscripts were also reviewed as supplementary copies and referenced in cases of textual
discrepancies to achieve a more comprehensive understanding of the compilation and
revision process of the work.

3. Discussion

A key focus of the present study is the examination of differences between the two
principal manuscripts. Although both copies were written by the same scribe within a one-
year interval, notable variations appear in certain pages and passages. These differences
extend beyond mere spelling variations to include corrections of verses, rearrangement of
content, and the deletion or addition of specific textual sections. Such variations strongly
suggest that the second manuscript underwent revision, either by the author himself or
someone closely associated with him. This indicates that the production of classical Persian
texts was often dynamic, with authors or their close circles playing an active role in
updating and refining their works.

The findings indicate that some differences between the manuscripts do not stem solely
from common scribal errors but reflect a deliberate and conscious process of textual
revision. Several pieces of evidence support the hypothesis of authorial revision. First,
Oveis Rostamdari’s commentary on certain verses of Nezami’s Khamsa explicitly refers
to textual discrepancies among various copies, indicating the author’s or commentator’s
awareness of these changes. Second, meticulous comparison reveals that despite structural
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similarities to the first copy, the second manuscript contains significant improvements and
corrections that address deficiencies of the first version. These revisions include greater
precision in quoting verses by Nezami and Naser Khosrow, correction of linguistic and
grammatical errors, and reinterpretation of mystical and philosophical concepts within the
Verses.

Another significant finding is the presence of omissions or damaged sections in certain
pages of the first manuscript, notably those relating to the Rashidun Caliphs. The study
suggests that these gaps may not solely result from physical deterioration but could in some
cases be due to intentional removal by certain owners who, for religious or political
reasons, may have been reluctant to preserve sensitive content. This highlights an
important dimension in codicological studies, demonstrating how extra-textual factors
such as religious beliefs, political dynamics, and owners’ personal inclinations influenced
the fate of classical Persian texts.

Furthermore, the identification of three supplementary manuscripts, which exhibit
greater alignment with the second manuscript, significantly contributes to assessing the
reliability and scholarly value of the manuscripts. The consistency of these supplementary
copies with the second manuscript strengthens the hypothesis that the latter, dated 1057
AH, represents the final or revised version of the work and reflects greater accuracy and
editorial oversight. From this perspective, the study reveals that the revisions in the second
manuscript were not merely superficial or linguistic adjustments but played a crucial role
in enriching the content and rectifying scholarly and literary deficiencies.

4. Conclusion

This study underscores that meticulous and critical examination of manuscript copies
not only illuminates technical aspects of manuscript production but also plays a vital role
in elucidating the compilation process of classical Persian works. Such research, by
providing documented evidence, resolves many ambiguities regarding authorship, time
of composition, and textual evolution, thereby significantly contributing to the
reconstruction of ancient texts based on reliable sources. In particular, the hypothesis
concerning the contemporaneity of the author with the scribe and the author’s active role
in revising the book gains added significance in literary, historical, and codicological
studies, establishing Ganjineh-ye Raz as one of the most remarkable exegetical texts in
Persian literature.

By presenting a comprehensive review of previous research and emphasizing the
necessity of precise manuscript analysis, this study serves as a model for similar
investigations in the field of ancient Persian texts and offers a valuable guide for
researchers engaged in textual criticism, codicology, and literary historiography.
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