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Purpose: The concept of dissent is one of the fundamental principles in social
interactions that has been particularly considered in classical Iranian literature. «Kalileh
and Demnehyas a literary work with deep cultural and philosophical roots provides a
suitable opportunity to examine this concept. By depicting the complex relationships
between characters and presenting instructive anecdotes, this work can help analyze
dissent and its importance in human society.

The aim of this research is to analyze and examine dissent in «Kalileh and Demnehxin
order to better understand how this concept is represented in the form of anecdotes and
different characters, with a reflection on the perspectives of thinkers such as;»John Stuart
Mill, Michel Foucault and Hobbes».

Method and Research: This research, using an analytical-descriptive method,
examined the texts in «Kalileh-and dmaneh»and, by analyzing the content of various
anecdotes, extracted and evaluated the effect of dissent on the behavior of the characters
and the outcomes of the stories.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings of the research indicate that «Kalileh -
Dmanehxeffectively represents the concept of dissent in the form of its characters and
anecdotes. By emphasizing the importance of respecting the opinions of others, the
diversity of views, and the need for dialogue in creating social coexistence, this work
teaches readers that dissent is not only a moral value, but also an essential need for the
advancement of society. In general, the analysis of dissent in»Kalileh-and-Dmaneh»by
reflecting on the views of the aforementioned thinkers shows the diversity and
complexity of this concept. Dissent can be considered as a tool for resistance and
criticism of power (Foucault), a threat to social order and stability (Hobbes), and a factor
for progress and freedom of expression (Mill). This diversity of views helps us to better
understand dissent in different social and political contexts and emphasizes the necessity
of accepting diversity and positive interaction between individuals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction

Dissent refers to the acceptance and respect for different ideas, opinions, and
approaches that contribute to enriching the human experience and fostering peaceful
coexistence. Thinkers and researchers such as John Stuart Mill, Michel Foucault, and
Hobbes have offered diverse perspectives on this subject, each emphasizing the
significance of dissent in distinct ways.

Dissent has been effectively portrayed in various literatures and cultures, including
classic texts such as Kalilah and Demna. As one of the most important literary works in
Iran, this text explores themes of morality, society, and dissent through intricate narratives
featuring animal characters. The anecdotes in this work demonstrate how accepting and
respecting differing viewpoints can lead to a deeper understanding of the surrounding
world.

In this article, we analyze dissent in the tales of Kalilah and Demna by reflecting on the
ideas of the aforementioned thinkers as they relate to these stories. The aim is to identify
and explain the significance of dissent within this literary work and its impact on social
and cultural relations in contemporary society. Through an in-depth examination of the
tales and their various characters, we seek to explore the role of dissent in addressing social
challenges and enhancing mutual understanding.

2. Methodology

This research employs a combination of analytical and descriptive methods to study the
text of Kalilah and Demna. The primary focus is to analyze various stories (anecdotes)
within the text to understand how dissent—defined as disagreement or opposition to
authority—influences the characters’ behaviors and the outcomes of the narratives.

Key Methods Used:

o Textual Analysis: A detailed examination of the original writings of three thinkers
(Foucault, Mill, and Hobbes) to identify and clarify their core ideas regarding dissent.

o Comparative Analysis: A comparison of the perspectives of Foucault, Mill, and
Hobbes on dissent to highlight the strengths and limitations of each viewpoint.

e Case Study: An investigation of specific historical or literary examples of dissent,
particularly within Kalilah and Demna and related works, to observe how dissent manifests
in real or fictional contexts.

e Qualitative Analysis: Collection of data through interviews or surveys to
understand people's opinions and experiences related to dissent.

Collectively, these methods aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of dissent
and its societal implications.
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Dissent has been a focal point for many philosophers and sociologists. This study
specifically examines the perspectives of John Stuart Mill, Michel Foucault, and Hobbes
on this topic.

3. Discussion

Textual Analysis of Dissent in Kalilah and Demna Based on John Stuart Mill’s
Theory
In his work On Liberty, John Stuart Mill asserts that freedom of expression and dissent are
fundamental human rights. In Kalilah and Demna, numerous stories depict characters
confronting challenges when expressing differing opinions and beliefs. These narratives
illustrate how dissent can contribute to societal awareness and progress, while intolerance
toward divergent views can precipitate corruption and crisis.

An analysis of dissent in the tales of Kalilah and Demna, informed by Mill’s
perspective, reveals dissent as a vital factor for social progress, freedom of expression, and
cultural development. The stories symbolically emphasize the necessity of embracing
diversity of thought and criticizing authoritarian practices. This interpretation encourages
readers to appreciate the importance of dissent and freedom in society, fostering reflection
on how these concepts may lead to a more just and liberated community.

Analysis of Dissent in Kalilah and Demna Based on Michel Foucault’s Theory
Foucault’s works extensively explore the concepts of power, knowledge, and their
interrelationship, which provide a useful framework for examining dissent in classical
literature such as Kalilah and Demna. Foucault argues that dissent functions as a tool of
resistance against ruling authorities. He posits that power and knowledge mutually shape
one another and that dissent can prompt criticism and transformation of power structures.
Consequently, dissent is presented as a critical and enlightening act against social and
political institutions.

In Kalilah and Demna, the narratives engage with themes of power and wisdom, subtly
challenging dominant ideas of their time through stories and anecdotes. Analyzing dissent
in these tales through Foucault’s lens enhances understanding of the dynamic relationship
between power, knowledge, and intellectual diversity. Through dissent and social critique,
these literary texts offer profound insights into human society and its evolving challenges.

Analysis of Dissent in Kalilah and Demna Based on Hobbes’s Perspective
Hobbes emphasizes that, to prevent chaos and war, individuals must submit to a central
authority. In Kalilah and Demna, stories such as “The Lion and the Mouse” and “The Wolf
and the Goat” implicitly critique power and social structures. Within these tales, dissent
can be interpreted as resistance to ruling power. Characters often act out of fear or caution
toward authority, engaging in debates regarding the legitimacy of power.

Analyzing dissent in Kalilah and Demna from Hobbes’s viewpoint reveals how these
stories challenge notions of power, human nature, and social interaction. Dissent is not
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solely portrayed as a negative force but also as a means of criticism and social
transformation. This analysis assists readers in comprehending the social and moral
complexities inherent in dissent and its role in human survival and societal progress.

4. Conclusion

The analysis of dissent in Kalilah and Demna demonstrates that this concept functions
not only as a critical and constructive instrument but also as a complex and multifaceted
factor in the interplay of power and knowledge. Dissent in this literary work reminds us
that questioning and scrutinizing dominant ideas and beliefs can lead to positive societal
change.

According to the perspectives of Foucault, Mill, and Hobbes, dissent can be viewed as
a positive and constructive force that promotes social and cultural advancement. It
underscores the value of intellectual diversity and constructive criticism in improving
social and political conditions.

Ultimately, the findings of this study emphasize the importance of dissent as a
foundational pillar in fostering ethical behavior and positive social interactions. It can serve
as a guide for individuals and communities in cultivating an environment of peaceful and
respectful coexistence. As cultural heritage, the anecdotes of Kalilah and Demna remind
us that dissent is not only a valuable principle but also an essential necessity for achieving
social growth and development.
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