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Purpose: “Tarikh-e Jahanagosha-e Juwayni” is a literary-historical work composed in
technical prose, deeply intertwined with themes of sorrow. This emotional undercurrent
gives rise to elegiac content within the text. These elegies not only reflect the author’s
grief over human mortality but also articulate his anguish toward the destruction of
social, religious, and moral values. The study aims to identify the components that
generate this elegiac content—including poetic verses, literary devices, and stylistic
elements—and to classify the types of elegies present in the work, supported by
examples and textual evidence.

Method and Research: This study uses a descriptive-analytical approach, with Tarikh-
e Jahanagosha-e Juwayni, as the primary source and library resources for support. The
elegies are classified based on Nasrollah Emami’s "Marsiyeh Sarayi dar Adabiyat-e
Farsi" (Elegy Writing in Iran). The author examines examples and explores the factors
behind the creation of lamentative content.

Findings and Conclusions: The elegiac content in Tarikh-e Jahanagosha, reflects
Juvayni’s focus on social values and emotional responses to historical tragedies. Social
elegies dominate, mourning urban destruction, loss of life, and familial collapse.
Religious elegies address the corruption of faith, persecution of religious leaders, and
desecration of sacred symbols. Moral elegies lament the decline of virtues like chivalry
and honesty. Stylistic elements such as Arabic phrases, poetic verses, and literary devices
(e.g., simile, metaphor, allusion, contrast) shape the lamentative tone. Language, tone,

and intertextual relationships effectively convey the author’s grief.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Ata-Malik Juwayni, a 13th-century historian and writer, authored Tarikh-e
Jahangoshay (The History of the World-Conqueror) in three volumes, employing an
elaborate and ornate prose style. Due to the subject matter of the work, emotions of grief
and sorrow are strongly present, giving rise to a form of literary elegy. As the most
significant historical account reflecting the devastations of the Mongol invasion, Tarikh-e
Jahangoshay consistently upholds and emotionally engages with specific values and
ideals. Thus, rather than simply mourning the deaths of individuals, it focuses on lamenting
the destruction of values. Accordingly, this study begins by defining the concept of elegy,
categorizes its types, and examines the factors influencing their emergence in the text. The
findings suggest that the most prominent elegies in this work are those mourning the loss
of social, religious, and moral values.

2. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library resources. The
primary source material is Tarikh-e Jahangoshay, edited by Habibollah Abbasi and Iraj
Mehraki. The categorization of elegy types is primarily based on those outlined in
Marsiyeh-Sarayi dar Adabiyat-e Farsi (Elegy Composition in Persian Literature) by
Nasrullah Emami.

3. Discussion

An elegy is a literary composition that mourns the death of an individual, often
mentioning the sufferings of religious figures and encouraging patience and consolation
among survivors (Motamen, 1953: 47). Shafi’i Kadkani argues that human emotions are
shadows of the individual "self" (2008: 87). In Juwayni's case, this self is both transcendent
and social—reflected in his deep attachment to portraying the moral and social values of
his homeland. As a result, the content of his elegies often leans toward social themes, with
some elements of religious and moral lamentation.

Social elegies mourn the loss of societal values or institutions. Laments over the
destruction of cities fall within this category. Juwayni conveys his emotional reaction to
these calamities using various literary devices. For example, he uses descriptive preludes
involving sunrise and sunset to evoke the mood of devastation and war. Phrases such as "a
bowl filled with blood," "ill fate,” "sunset in blood," and "mourning garments" evoke a
sense of tragedy and loss (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: pp. 76, 88, 118). Another key technique
is contrast, where the beauty and grandeur of a city are described initially, followed by
depictions of its total destruction.
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Juwayni also expresses grief for the slaughter of his compatriots through methods such
as lamenting the passage of time, using mourning-specific vocabulary, and shifting
narrative tone (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: pp. 1, 127). His use of satire, despite its typically
critical nature, serves here as an emotional device (ibid: 119). These literary sentences
function poetically—what Khatibi (1996: 49) would describe as poetic prose—and are
particularly effective in describing fields filled with corpses or mourning nature itself for
the youth lost in war. In these moments, emotional pain is condensed into language, and
elegy becomes the only fitting response (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: 102; Dietz, 2009: 9).

Another strategy is intertextuality, particularly with the Shahnameh, used to align
events in Tarikh-e Jahangoshay with culturally resonant literary models (Juwayni, 2022,
vol. 2: 130-131; Ferdowsi, 2008: 172-201). One of the most tragic consequences of the
Mongol invasion, as portrayed by Juwayni, is the violation of human dignity and the
trampling of social and familial values. He expresses grief over these atrocities by narrating
scenes of torture and assault on the women and girls of occupied cities.

Juwayni also employs personification, extending the atmosphere of sorrow to nature
and the inanimate world. Through interior monologue, he allows inanimate objects to
speak or be addressed by human characters, sometimes even expressing anger towards
them (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: 187; Worden, 1998: 134-150).

The second category comprises religious elegies, which mourn the desecration of
religion and belief systems under Mongol rule. These sections reference traditional
mourning behaviors such as tearing garments, disheveling hair, and scratching faces—
common motifs in Islamic mourning rituals (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: 124; Kibler-Ross,
2009: 16). Subtypes of religious elegies include lamentations over the desecration of
mosques, holy books, religious figures, and sacred symbols.

The third type includes moral elegies, in which Juwayni mourns the destruction of
virtues such as honesty, loyalty, and freedom. His lamentation over the collapse of ethical
norms produces some of the most emotionally charged passages in the work (Juwayni,
2022, vol. 2: 147).

The elegy also provides a fertile ground for philosophical reflection on death. Juwayni
often associates the Mongol invasion with fate, using arguments that resemble the
consolatory logic common in classical elegy—emphasizing the eternal nature of mourning
and the desire for immortality (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 2: 66; Unamuno, 2004: 57-76). In such
contexts, he also quotes philosophical quatrains by Omar Khayyam, which serve as protest
elegies (Juwayni, 2022, vol. 1: 120).
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4. Conclusion

Tarikh-e Jahangoshay by Ata-Malik Juwayni is a historical narrative of the Mongol
invasion of Iran. The author expresses his emotional responses to these catastrophic events
through elegies that mourn the death of cultural, religious, moral, and philosophical values.

Based on the findings of this study:

1. The text contains exemplary literary elegies mourning the death of values, skillfully
articulated through a range of rhetorical techniques.

2. These elegies fall into four primary categories: social, religious, moral, and
philosophical.

3. Due to the widespread destruction caused by war and massacre, social elegies
constitute the dominant category.

4. Social elegies address the mass killing of compatriots, destruction of cities, and
violation of honor and familial sanctity.

5. Religious elegies mourn the killing of religious figures, desecration of sacred texts,
and the destruction of mosques.

6. Moral elegies express sorrow over the loss of virtuous individuals and the collapse
of ethical and national values.

Through these multi-dimensional elegies, Juwayni transforms historical narrative into
a deeply affective literary account—one that not only documents loss but also preserves
the emotional and cultural memory of a devastated society.
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