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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

The prose Shahnameh of Abu Mansuri was compiled before Ferdowsi, under the order of Abu
Mansur Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzag, with the collaboration of four Zoroastrian priests. This
text, which served as the foundation for Ferdowsi's poetic Shahnameh, has only survived in its
preface, preserved in some manuscripts of the Shahnameh. Out of the twelve manuscripts used
as the basis for Khaleghi-Motlagh's critical edition, ten include this introduction. This research
aims to explore how and why this introduction found its way into the Shahnameh. The findings
suggest that Ferdowsi, in the third revision of his Shahnameh—undertaken after his
disappointment with the Ghaznavid court—included both a satire of Mahmud of Ghazni and
the ancient introduction of Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh as a response to Mahmud and to
compensate for not explicitly mentioning Abu Mansur in the earlier version due to the
Ghaznavids' hostility toward him. These changes were later incorporated into the manuscripts
of the Shahnameh.

2. Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to trace the origin of the inclusion of
the introduction of Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh in some manuscripts of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

3. Discussion

In the 4th century AH, the Shahnameh of Abu Mansuri was compiled by the order of the ruler
of Nishapur and served as the primary source for Iran's pre-Islamic national history. After the
death of Daqiqi (a poet who had versified part of the Shahnameh), Ferdowsi found a copy of
this book and used it to compose his own poetic Shahnameh. This text also served as a source
for other works such as Tha'alibi's Ghurar al-Siyar and Gardizi's Zayn al-Akhbar.
Unfortunately, the complete text of Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh has been lost, and only its
introduction remains.

In this research, based on the views of scholars like Allama Qazvini and Zabihullah Safa and
their followers (such as Mohit Tabatabai and Riahi), we examine and analyze two hypotheses:
1. The Addition of the Introduction by Scribes: Allama Qazvini argues that the introduction of
Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh was added to some manuscripts of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh by scribes
due to its thematic relevance. He suggests that this addition likely began during Ferdowsi's time
and was motivated by the scribes' appreciation for the content. However, this hypothesis seems
unlikely, as Ferdowsi himself struggled to obtain the text, traveling as far as Bukhara to find it.
It is improbable that scribes after Ferdowsi's time could have easily accessed it.

2. The Addition of the Introduction in the Third Revision: Mohammad Amin Riahi, following
Zabihullah Safa, posits that Ferdowsi revised his Shahnameh three times. In the final revision,
after his disillusionment with Mahmud of Ghazni, Ferdowsi added critical verses and included
the introduction of Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh. The authors of this article argue that Ferdowsi,
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after facing ingratitude from Mahmud, added both a satire of Mahmud and the introduction of
Abu Mansuri's Shahnameh to his work. This addition served to highlight his opposition to the
Ghaznavids, who were hostile to Abu Mansur's family, and to rectify his earlier omission of
Abu Mansur's name due to political considerations.

4. Conclusion

Two hypotheses have been proposed regarding the inclusion of the introduction of Abu
Mansuri's Shahnameh in Ferdowsi's manuscripts. The first hypothesis, that scribes added the
introduction after Ferdowsi, is refutable given Ferdowsi's own difficulties in obtaining the
text. The second hypothesis, that Ferdowsi added the introduction in the third revision of his
Shahnameh after 400 AH, is more plausible. According to this view, Ferdowsi included the
introduction to preserve historical information omitted in earlier versions due to political
constraints and to express his opposition to the Ghaznavid regime. This addition reflects
Ferdowsi's efforts to both preserve Iranian heritage and assert his stance against the ruling
powers of his time.
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